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MAPS OF THE PROPHETIC HIJRAH ROUTE: AN INVESTIGATIVE
AND ANALYTICAL STUDY OF PREVIOUS GRAPHICAL ATTEMPTS

Abstract:

Graphic Paper Media (GPM) - whether drawings, maps, figures, or sketches - are
important tools used to convert written data into spatial and geographical information.They
also simplify and clarify the written data for readers and researchers. Because of the
importance of GPM, it became a separate science, namely, cartography which has been
taught in many disciplines, including Geography, Civil and Military Surveying,and Urban and
Regional Planning among others.

This research paper traces the previous graphical attempts to delineate the spatial
features of the Prophetic Hijrah Route. Taking into account the resources, techniques and
media available at their times, the paper attempts to assess these attempts using several
quality and efficiency criteria such as: the degrees of precision, clarity, and comprehensive-
ness, as well as the extent to which the graphical attempt achieves its intended purpose.

In gathering the data, this study depends upon a survey of secondary resources and
reviews the literature of previous studies which have attempted to map the Hijrah Route
(ten attempts altogether) in terms of its landmarks and geographical points, either as
sketches or areal maps. The study used an electronic polling method to interview a sample
of experts interested in the field of cartography.In this regard, a questionnaire for assessing
the ten previous maps recording the footsteps of Prophet Mohammed r was made available
on a special web site of the researcher for the experts to complete. The paper uses an
inductive analytical approach along with a comparative assessment technique to analyze
the collected graphical attempts.

The study consists of four parts.The first part is the general introduction which contains
the research problem, purpose, relevance, and methodology used to gather, analyze and
display the data.The second part is devoted to presenting the definition of basic terms and
concepts relevant to the study which provide a general background to cartography; the
basic elements, major tasks and purposes of a map; and map assessment criteria. The third
part of the study assesses the previous ten graphical attempts to delineate the Prophetic
Hijrah Route.This part explains the field survey methodology and design, lists the characteris-
tics of the sample of expert respondents to the questionnaire, presents the individual assess-
ments for each of the ten graphical attempts, and finally, presents the comparative assess-
ment of all attempts. The fourth and final part highlights the research conclusions and
recommendations for further studies.

Keywords:

Graphic Paper Media, Spatial Location of Geographical Information, Graphical Attempts
to Delineate the Prophetic Hijrah (migration) Route, Mecca-Medina Region, Saudi Arabia.
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